
 
 

 

 
 
 

WHAT TO DO IF ICE COMES TO THE HOSPITAL 
 

  



 
 

 

 
 
 

DOCUMENT MATRIX 

 
 
 
 

The contents of this document are for informational purposes only and  
do not constitute legal advice. 

 
 

Document What it is What it could be used 
for  

Effect on hospital 

Administrative warrant Document signed by an 
ICE official (usually an 
agent), not a judge 
 
 

To make arrest or  
confiscate records 
 

Compliance not 
required 
 

 Judicial warrant Document signed by a 
judge 
 

To make arrest or  
confiscate records 

 Compliance required if 
hospital on warrant is 
identified 
 

 Deportation order Document stating that a 
person is subject to  
deportation 
 

To deport a person from 
the U.S 
 

Compliance by hospital 
not required; a 
deportation order is not 
the same thing as a 
judicial warrant 
 

Administrative  
subpoena 
 

Document signed by an 
ICE official (usually an 
agent), not a judge 
 

To compel appearance 
or production of records 
in court by a certain 
date 
 

Compliance not 
required 
 
 

Judicial subpoena Document signed by a 
judge 
 

To compel appearance 
or production of records 
in court by a certain 
date 
 

 Compliance not  
immediately required;  
hospital may challenge 
in court 
 


